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New Year, More Patience (from me) 
Rev. Tadao Koyama 
 
Happy December everyone!  I can’t believe 
it’s the end of the year!  This year has been a 
challenging one for sure, however, I am also 
optimistic about the coming year as well.  As 

a reminder, our northwest district will be hosting the BCA 
national council in February 2026. This is a wonderful 
opportunity for members across the country to come together 
and vote on the various aspects of the organization, and to 
catch up with each other.   

It is also a wonderful time for me to catch up with my 
fellow ministers who I do not get to see all that often.  There is 
nothing like chanting with a full onaijin full of ministers to fill 
the shrine with beautiful voices!  It will be a busy time, as we 
will be having the Northwest convention at the same time!  
Many of us will have to sit in meetings, but I hope that many 
of us will be able to take advantage of attending the panel 
discussions and workshops that are offered to interact with our 
friends from across the BCA.  These moments are rare!  Let’s 
not waste them! 

I will fully admit that I do not like sitting in business 
meetings.  I often find them tedious and boring.  I sometimes 
think that people drift off-topic and ramble needlessly.  I find 
myself feeling impatient and restless.  While I am certain that 
many people feel similar to me, I also have to check my own 
shortcomings and the fact that I get so impatient might speak 
volumes about myself.   

Jodo Shinshu is also a religious school of introspection.  
The most important teaching of course is Amida’s wisdom and 
compassion to all sentient beings without discrimination.  We 
also have to ask ourselves honestly, why do we need this in 
the first place.  It’s true that the majority of us lead ordinary 
lives and are not warlords nor hardened criminals, but at the 
same time, we experience the negative effects of the 3 
poisons.  For me, I am impatient and have a short temper 
when it comes to business meetings.  That is something that I 
need to look carefully at. 

Now don’t get me wrong, I believe that in general all 
organizations need to improve efficiency in regards to 
operations and meetings.  That also means that I need to 
exercise patience and do my best to improve my listening 
skills.  While many times I catch myself internally thinking, 
“this meeting is going on too long!”, “There needs to be a 
more efficient way of running this meeting!”, “Do we really 
need to go over every bullet point on the agenda??  I can 
read!” and so on and so forth, this says more about my 
behavior and my tolerance than others.   

When I think about the nature of Jodo Shinshu, I realize 
that the Buddha has infinite patience for all sentient beings 
and their afflictions.  The Buddha never responds in anger, 
and never responds by threatening to cut off great wisdom and 
compassion.  While I know that Amida Buddha will always 
continue to send me wisdom and compassion, I have to ask 
myself, can I do better?  Can I be more patient?  Is my anger 
or frustration warranted?   

As we end this year, I would like to apologize and ask 
forgiveness if I ever seemed impatient or upset.  While I know 
that I will always be human and might make mistakes every 
now and then, I should always strive to be a better minister to 
all and continue walking the path of the dharma with all of 
you.  I am grateful to you all! 

Namo Amida Butsu. 
 
 

Remember – Reflect – Reimagine 
Judy Hittle, OBT President 
 

As difficult as it may be to realize, we are 
rolling towards the end of another year. Once 
we turn the calendar page to December, it 
seems the days go by even faster. As I write 
this, we are still in the month of November and 
I make a feeble attempt to recall the days gone 

by this past year. The hopeful plan is, Remember - Reflect - 
Reimagine.  

Sounds like a doable plan and yet, memories are often 
selective and more than likely biased. I have yet to get past 
true Remembering.  

Many of you already know the story of Siddhartha. Bodhi 
Day is a significant occurrence since that is when Siddhartha 
attained Awakening and became Shakyamuni Buddha. He 
didn’t receive this as a gift or inheritance, he attained it 
through his own compassion for the everyday person who 
were suffering from birth, old age, illness, death. To be 
afflicted without understanding that all living things go 
through this cycle, one may feel “why me?” Suffering 
continues. Siddhartha recalled what he witnessed when he left 
his palace and began to reflect on why there was suffering. 
The reimagining came with what we now know as the Four 
Noble Truths and the Eightfold Path. 

As you go through these last days towards the end of 
2025, perhaps it may be a good time to Remember, Reflect, 
and Reimagine. The belief is that when one sees oneself 
through true reflection, not only do we gain a better 
understanding of ourselves, but in doing so we may see 
situations with a different eye. We often have a “knee-jerk 
reaction” without considering the possibilities of what may 
have caused the situation. Taking a moment to truly recall a 
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situation, reflecting on what may have brought about the 
situation, we may have a better understanding and thereby 
show more compassion towards the situation.  

 These words are just my lay person’s interpretation and 
may be flawed. If so, I hope anyone will feel free to let me 
hear your thoughts. 

Please remember the special year-end events listed below. 
 

Celebrate this Holiday Season by showing Gratitude, 
Compassion and Understanding. 
 

Namo Amida Butsu. 
 
Judy Hittle  
jasatohi@gmail.com  

 

 

 
 
 

December Shotsuki Hoyo 
 
This is a monthly memorial service to honor and remember those loved ones who passed away during the month of December. The 
Shotsuki-Hoyo service will be held at the December 21 Sunday service at 10 am. Please join us and offer incense in memory of your 
relative(s) or friends. 
 
Listed below are the names of those who passed away starting from 1950. Oregon Buddhist Temple has records from 1904. Names of 
deceased prior to 1950 are added if requested. If a name is missing or incorrect, please notify the temple at 503 481-0699 or at 
obtlanterns@gmail.com. 

 

mailto:jasatohi@gmail.com
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3  The Oregon PureLand Path December 2025 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Not sure whether you have submitted your 2025 OBT pledge? 
 

Contact an OBT board member at obtboard@gmail.com and they will check for you. 
 

To donate at the OBT paypal website: 
Oregon Buddhist Temple PayPal 

 
To donate with OBT square: 

 
 

In gratitude for your support of the Oregon Buddhist Temple 
 
 

  

mailto:obtboard@gmail.com?subject=OBT%202025%20Pledge
https://www.oregonbuddhisttemple.com/support-the-temple
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Editor’s Note: The article below by OBT board member 
Kristen Wong is intended to help make the board more 
accessible to temple members. 
 

Valuing Old and New Connections 
Kristen Wong 
 

Last month, our sangha received an annual visit 
from the students of Jesuit High School. This was 
a fortunate happenstance given that we also 

needed able bodies to help move the pews to host our annual 
Holiday Craft Fair.  As I contemplated the concept of 
interconnectedness during Rev. Kobata’s dharma talk, I 
couldn’t help but reflect on the gratitude I have for cross-
cultural relationships, between religions, generations and race. 
In our politically polarized state of the nation, creating 
connection is more important than ever.   

In thinking about the inner connectedness of our world, 
the holidays is a time when I especially feel appreciation for 
those around me. As we near the Christmas holiday I usually 
take time to watch a few of my favorite movies, ones that 
often seem to share the same theme, connection. Of my 
favorites I tend to watch “It’s a Wonderful Life”, “Home 
Alone” and “The Family Stone”. While the story of each of 
these films is very different, they each share the same idea of 
maintaining relationships with family and friends, especially 
through hard times. I love seeing how the main characters 
argue and struggle with others, sometimes wishing to be alone, 
and in the end, they learn to value the most important things. 
They each learn what it means to find a connection and what 
happens when those connections are not there anymore. In 
essence they lose love and they learn to love again.  

I guess watching these holiday movies can seem like a 
silly tradition but to me they are a reminder to appreciate our 
relationships, including the long-term ones within our sangha 
and new ones that come unexpectedly. 
 
 

Thank You to OBT From Jesuit HS 
Ken Garner 
 
The following email (summarized) was sent by 
Greg Moore, teacher of the World Religions 

course at Jesuit High School: 
 

Once again, I want to thank you and your whole 
community for their warm hospitality of our students and 
parents this past Sunday. 

I apologize that I couldn't be in attendance on Sunday 
morning. But Russ Fiorella, the other teacher of our World 
Religions class, said that it was a lovely visit. 

If you are able, please pass on our gratitude. It has been a 
blessing for our students to be able to be with your 
congregation for so many years. We have always felt 
welcomed and well informed and we appreciate you all very 
much. 
 

In Gratitude, 
Greg Moore and all from the Jesuit World Religions 
course 
 

Helping Out at OBT 
Dr. Alfred Ono 
 
I know many of you want to help out at OBT. 

Well, I have a great way to help that is easy and occurs on 
Sunday when you’ll be at the service anyway. 

How would you like to be the service chair for the 10:00 
service on Sunday? It is easy.  You just read from a script and 
smile. This is your chance for others to know who you are and 
you are being helpful for the Temple. You will just have to do 
one service so you can see how well you do. 

Just let me know of your interest. We would love to have 
you help out.  My email is: portlandonos@gmail.com.  

Let me know and join the group who are stepping up to 
lead the Sunday service. 

 
Alfred Ono 
Service chair organizer 

 
 

2025 BCA Virtual Art Exhibit 
Mayu Garner 
 
The 2025 BCA Virtual Art exhibit is currently 
live on the BCA website! Starting in 2021 during 

the height of the Covid-19 pandemic, the exhibit is still going 
strong in its fifth year! The exhibit features sangha members 
all around the BCA, and in this year’s selected works you 
might recognize three members from the Oregon Buddhist 
temple, as well as familiar names such as Tara Tamaribuchi 
and Tessa Asato from Seattle and White River.  

Although this exhibit was started during a time when 
sangha members could really only interact with each other 
through online means, this exhibit became a sort of happy 
constant that exists even now, and it only seems to keep 
growing. If you haven’t taken a look at it yet, you can look at 
the work at: 
www.buddhistchurchesofamerica.org/bcart-exhibit-2025 , and 
on instagram at @buddhistchurchesofamericaart.  

This virtual exhibit happens every year, and features 
works in any artistic mediums (not just drawing and painting, 
but in sculpture, printmaking, photography, and anything that 
you would like to submit!). Personally, I think that the art by 
our sangha is underrepresented and it would be wonderful to 
see more submissions by the artists at our temple!  Please 
consider submitting for the 2026 exhibit! Thank you :) 

 
 

Fill Out the Newsletter Survey 
and Win a Gift Card! 
Jeff Ichikawa 

 
To better meet the interests of the OBT newsletter readers, 

please consider filling out the online survey:  
https://forms.gle/ToELpUrv3HWhpq546 
One lucky entrant will be chosen out of the 

survey respondents to receive a $10 Amazon 
gift card.  Watch for more surveys in future 
newsletters! 

mailto:portlandonos@gmail.com
http://www.buddhistchurchesofamerica.org/bcart-exhibit-2025
https://www.instagram.com/buddhistchurchesofamericaart/
https://forms.gle/ToELpUrv3HWhpq546
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Thought-Provoking and Inspirational Visit 
with Dr. Satsuki Ina 
Carol Saiget / photos by Maho Garner 
 

Reverend Dorothy Hunt is credited for writing 
the original Golden Chain of Love in 1927.  In the past 98 
years, it has been tweaked but it remains as a relevant verse 
expressing the core values of the Eightfold Path (thoughts, 
words, actions) and our connectedness (inter-relationship) 
with all living things. 
 

I am a link in Amida’s Golden Chain of Love that 
stretches around the world. I must keep my link bright and 
strong.   

I will try to be kind and gentle to every living thing and 
protect all who are weaker than myself.    

I will try to think pure and beautiful thoughts, to say pure 
and beautiful words, and to do pure and beautiful deeds, 
knowing that on what I do now depends not only my happiness 
or unhappiness, but also that of others. 

May every link in Amida’s Golden Chain of Love be 
bright and strong, and may we all attain Perfect Peace. 

 
The OBT was honored to 

welcome Dr. Satsuki Ina, as our 
guest speaker for service and 
Dharma Exchange, on November 
2nd.  Dr. Ina is a psychotherapist 
specializing community trauma, 
a founding member of Tsuru for 
Solidarity, an author, and a Jodo 
Shinshu Buddhist.   

Drawing from the Golden 
Chain, “I will try to be kind and 
gentle to every living thing and protect all who are weaker 
than myself” and offering a simple, yet powerful message to 
our sangha, she invited some of our youngest to share how 
they have shown compassion or taken action to protect or help 
someone “weaker” than themselves. 

For the adults, Dr. Ina shared a video of her 2019 
experience when a small group of Japanese American 
incarceration survivors gathered at Ft. Sill (a former WWII 

internment camp) to protest its use as a detention center for 
migrant children.  This powerful, peaceful protest gave 
inspired the phrase, “Never Again is Now” and gave rise to 
nonviolent activist group, Tsuru for Solidarity.  

“Protect all who are weaker than myself” was at the heart 
of a stimulating discussion at Dharma Exchange.  As 
Buddhists - as human beings -do we have the “moral 
authority” to use our voices, words, and actions to support 
those are currently facing inhuman treatment in our 
community?  Like cranes who draw collective power from 
their flock, how can we, as compassionate individuals, as 
fellow human beings, as members of our community, as 
Buddhists… use our collective power to help others? 

The discussion deeply moved many the Dharma 
Exchange. hopefully inspiring us, as individuals or as a group, 
to put their compassion into some form of action. 

 
 
Thoughts from the Sangha: 
 

The video of Camp Livingston was really really powerful 
and I had difficulty listening to some of the events at Tsuru for 
Solidarity.  I could easily empathize with all the different 
groups and it broke my heart.  Not everyone can do what they 
did, knowing they could be arrested for letting their thoughts 
be heard. 

It was nice to hear and remind us that we can have our 
feelings and make our responses ours by not using politics in 
the message.  

Dr. Ina said we had the Moral Authority to do this.  We 
can choose kindness over conflict, discussion over arguments, 
etc. We don't have to be right.  We can just act. 

- Amy P. 
 
 
Dr. Ina visited the OBT last May 

to share her novel, The Poet and the 
Silk Girl: A Memoir of Love, 
Imprisonment, and Protest.   Copies 
of her book are in the OBT library and 
are for sale at JAMO or most 
bookstores. 
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Path to Plenty Recap: A Walk to Support Food Security Worldwide 
Carolyn Saiget / Photos by Robbi Ando 
 

Twenty-five members of OBT, wrapped in bright golden mufflers, joined sangha friends from Wise Spirit Buddhist Community, 
No Rank Zendo, and Portland Friends of the Dhamma for Path to Plenty, a walk to support food security. November 15th proved to be 
a perfect fall day in more ways than one. 

Sangha leaders, including Reverend Kobata, guided a diverse group of more than sixty walkers on the two-mile route from 
Hawthorne to 39th Avenue and back to the Friends of the Dhamma Center. Though we came from different neighborhoods, 
backgrounds, and generations, we walked together as one.  I expected we would feel relief and a sense of accomplishment, but I didn’t 
anticipate how many folks described the experience as genuinely fun—and how energized they felt to get ‘engaged’ again. 

We hope there will be more opportunities for our Buddhist communities to come together, and for OBT members to continue 
turning “compassion into action.” 

We are deeply grateful to everyone who offered monetary donations in support of Buddhist Global Relief and Urban Gleaners. A 
request for matching funds has also been submitted to the BCA Social Welfare Program.  Additional thanks to Jayne I, Lynn G. & 
Diane H. for their help to make this a successful event.  
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OBWA Matsutake Event Recap  
Jayne Ichikawa 
Photos by Paul Nist, Michael Korver 
 

It was a dry Halloween, October 31 day that Amy 
P. organized and led a group of 15 eager to find the “treasured 
matsutake!”  

Many memorable events occurred.  
Towa, who was the 

youngest participant, 
discovered when he was 
riding in the car the very 
first, large matsutake by the 
side of the road.  Amazing 
Eyes! Around noon we 
enjoyed our delicious 
potluck lunch inside a warm 
cabin (once the firewood 
burned) and finally we all 
went home with our 
treasured matsutake!  

Thank you, Amy, for 
your knowledge, support 
and efforts to drive us to the 
beautiful spots around Clear Lake and Government Camp to 
help us find matsutake and to make this such a memorable and 
enjoyable experience. 

 

 

Girl Scouts Troop 43720 
Amy Peterson 
 
The troop had a fantastic time with troop 30003 

camping! Their favorite activity was archery, followed by 
Low Ropes since the leaders finished their training for both. 
Some went with Amy for a foraging adventure which was not 
very fruitful, so we headed back to the parking lot where we 
noticed mushrooms growing when we arrived. We got to pick 
what we found (with Ranger approval of course.)  Only those 
on the hike got to eat the Shaggy Manes.  

That was followed by half of the girls attending STEM 
day in Salem.  There were 80 booths. They pedaled to make 
slushies they got to drink thanks to Dairy Farmers, climbing 
into a new big rig by Diemler, robotics, genetics and more. 
Their favorite was Portland Fire and Rescue where they got to 
dress like a firefighter.  It did take help and more than the 1 
minute the firefighters have to get dressed in their protective 
gear.  They liked the Women in Transportation because they 
had stickers and dum dum suckers. So much of it was a blur 
for the leaders as we followed where they led us.  They did 
decide they'd like to explore more about microscopes so if 
anyone has access and knowledge they'd appreciate it.  

Kenzie attended the Care Care class put on by Nicole 
McGraw (Judy Yamauchi granddaughter and Mie McGraw 
daughter). I learned so much with her electric car and my 
daughter's van. Do you know where your spare tire is or if you 
have one?  Did you know you can jump start an electric car or 
vice versa?  Do you know how to access your spare 
emergency key if you're locked out of your car because of 
power loss?  There was so much more. Thanks Nicole it was 
fantastic and fun.  

They completed more of their calendar for the next few 
months which includes more camping with our sister troop. 
(Spreads the cost better.)  Their plan is to make gingerbread 
ornaments and Rice Krispie treats for themselves and to 
donate to a teen shelter. They're planning on making bird 
feeders as they continue to plan and goal set for their Cookie 
sales, coming in January.  

Presales are from Jan 6 to Jan 17. You can order and pay 
later upon delivery.  Otherwise, you can email the troop at 
Troop43720obt@gmail.com and one of the girls will email 
you to order online.   

We have lined up David W. to help the girls with their 
woodworking/tinkering badges and construct a little library in 
the front of the temple that was approved over a decade ago. 
More info to follow. 

 
 
 
 

Want to receive this newsletter  
or news about OBT events in your email?  

Click here to join the OBT mailing list 
 

 

Don’t miss the chance  

to order your 

OBT New Year’s Party Bento! 

prepared by Chef Yoshio Matsuzaki 

See order form on page 15 

https://www.oregonbuddhisttemple.com/connect
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OBWA Report 
Jayne Ichikawa  
 
It has been a very active time for OBWA with 

fun activities and support for OBT. 
On October 31, about 12 energetic and hopeful people 

from ages 12-82, expertly led by Amy Peterson, ventured to 
the Clear Lake/Government Camp area of Mt Hood to seek 
and find the wondrous matsutake (see photos and article on 
page 7) 

On November 15, the Path to Plenty walk which 
supported global food security organized by Carol S. and 
others were joined by 25 members of OBT to participate in 
this meaningful community event. Rev. Kobata was one of the 
Sangha leaders who led the two mile walk. Thank you to the 
OBWA/OBT members who joined and donated generously to 
this very successful event.  (see Carol’s article for complete 
report and photos.) 

December 14 will be the annual Mochitsuki at the 
temple. Co-chairs Debi S. and Toyoko O. report that online 
ordering is now possible on the OBT website as well as 
ordering on paper.  Deadline for ordering is December 9, 
2025.  Volunteers are still needed and sign up is available on 
SignUp Genius. 

December 20 at 10:00 OBWA zoom meeting 
 

Future Calendar Events: 
2027 World Buddhist Women’s Convention in Hawaii.  

Please notify Amy Peterson if interested in attending. 
February 13-15, 2026 NW District Convention and 

BCA National Council Meeting at the Hyatt Regency, Lake 
Washington, Renton,WA 
 
OBT Newsletter Delivery 

Because of Miss Jean’s heartwarming concern for our 
honored OBWA members, her spirit lives on. Now with Miss 
Jean’s kind suggestion and Marilyn’s support for printing 
copies of the OBT newsletter, about 10 ladies will be 
receiving the OBT newsletter in the mail instead of reading it 
online which will keep the valuable connection of the temple 
to these honored ladies. 
 
2026-2027 OBWA Officers 
 

Co-Presidents Amy Peterson and Jeanette Hager 
Vice-President Jayne Ichikawa 
Treasurer/Membership Diane Harder 
Corresponding 
Secretaries 

Nancy Kajitsu (English)  
Yasuko Fields (Japanese) 

Recording Secretaries Ann Shintani (English)  
Kiyomi Dickinson (Japanese) 

 
OBWA Travelers 

Finally, I will conclude my OBWA article by featuring 
and admiring these members with their passion and spirit for 
TRAVELING.  You can decide for yourself who is the Global 
‘TRACKER!” 

 

2025: Singapore, Bangkok, Tokyo, New York, multiple 
trips to San Francisco; 2026: Singapore, Bangkok, Tokyo, 
Takayama, Tokushima, New York, multiple trips to San 
Francisco. Carol S 

In 2025 I had visitors this year so we just went to the 
beach and went crabbing.  In 2026 plan to go to Las Vegas 
since I won the trip at the JACL auction at “Nobi’s night out.”  
Janice O. 

In 2025, we went to Hawaii with my husband's military 
buddy to the Military resort on Oahu which was very low key 
and different but tried to see the sunset every night.  Amy P. 

In October, I fulfilled my bucket list of cycling the 
Shimanami Kaido, a cycling road spanning about 70 miles 
from Onomichi (near Hiroshima) to Imabari (in Shikoku) 
hopping across 6 islands crossing 6 bridges over 3 days. The 
remainder of the trip was spent in Tokyo, visiting friends and 
relatives.  Next year, we decided to join the group travel to 
Japan arranged by the Buddhist Church of Sacramento with 
my cousins in Seattle.   Toyoko O. 

In September 2025 I went on a railway journey through 
the Rocky Mountains. Boarded 8 different trains through 
Colorado and New Mexico. I plan to go to Japan with the 
Sacramento Buddhist Temple and Reverend Sugahara in 
May/June 2026.  Nadine 

In 2025, Diane and I had two major travel experiences.  In 
the spring we toured Viet Nam and Cambodia.  This fulfilled 
one of my life goals to 
experience Angkor Wat.  
Originally constructed in the 
1100s as a Hindu temple, it 
was gradually transformed and 
continues as a Buddhist 
temple.   Beauty and reverence 
were found in every corner. In 
the fall we were off to visit two 
more National Parks:  Gateway 
Arch, St. Louis, Missouri and 
Acadia, Bar Harbor, Maine.  

The 
trip 
was 
filled with unexpected twists and 
delightful adventures, including e-
biking and sea kayaking.  We’ve 
visited more than 30 parks.  
Diane’s goal is to visit all the parks 
in the continental US, about 51 of 
the 63 total parks.  Robbi A. and 
Diane H. 

In 2025, A Viking cruise on the Mediterranean which 
included Barcelona, Spain, Marseille, France, Monaco, 
Florence/Pisa, Rome, and Naples in Italy, Corfu, Greece, 
Dubrovnik and Split in Croatia, and Venice, Italy. What a 
fabulous experience for us! Who know what 2026 will offer?  
Shinya and Jayne 
 
 
 

 

https://oregon-buddhist-temple-104350.square.site/product/mochi-1-pound/334NNUTTQE5T34TZOHRSVD55
https://oregon-buddhist-temple-104350.square.site/product/mochi-1-pound/334NNUTTQE5T34TZOHRSVD55
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4FA5A923A0FFC70-57731742-mochitsuki#/
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82843200560?pwd=xL7ke6ww4LHe6QMLv3QicVN7y0zYT9.1
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Food Drive for Oregon Food Bank 
Jayne Ichikawa 
 
Because of the multitudes of people who are 

struggling with food insecurity, the sangha of OBT and the 
Dharma School lead by Grace S. are holding a canned and 
non-perishable food drive to support the Oregon Food Bank 
now through December. People can bring their donations to 
the temple on Sundays and leave them in the Hondo.  Thank 
you for your support and generosity. 

Questions/concerns can be answered by Jayne Ichikawa. 
 

 
 

Bodhi Day 
Shinya Ichikawa 
 
Bodhi Day (Jodo-e) – December 8  

This is the day to commemorate Sakyamuni Buddha’s 
attainment of Awakening.  According to legend, the historic 
event took place on December 8, as the first faint light of day 
began to glow in the eastern sky.  By his example, Sakyamuni 
demonstrated that it was possible for man to become a 
Buddha—a fully Awakened Person.  All human beings, 
therefore, are in possession of this potentiality—Buddha-
Nature—which, when awakened and cultivated, enables them 
to achieve supreme wisdom and compassion.  This day 
signifies the dawn of humanity’s universal emancipation from 
suffering and unawareness.  (from Jodo Shinshu: A Guide) 

Eitaikyo Service with 
Rev. Vonn Magnin  
Jeff Ichikawa / photos by Maho Garner 
 

Thank you to Rev. Vonn Magnin from the Arizona 
Buddhist Temple for officiating and guest speaking at the 
November 9th Eitakyo Service.  The sangha also enjoyed the 
discussion during the dharma exchange that followed 
afterward.  We are grateful to Rev. Magnin for making the trip 
to OBT and sharing his time with us, and hope to see him 
again soon. 

 
 

 
 

by Dharma School student Grace S. 
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Mottainai Craft Group 
Toyoko Oguri 
 
Mottainai Craft group participated in the annual Holiday Craft Fair showcasing crafts made with donated fabric or 

repurposed kimono by the members of the group, past and present. Items available at the Mottainai booth included packages of 
Japanese themed fabric remnants, hair ornaments, wallets, scarves, bags, clothing, furoshiki and more!   This year not only did the 
Mottainai group have a booth, but several of the members had their own individual booths selling pottery, marbled silk garments, 
wheat weavings, and pine needle baskets.  

We welcome requests for custom size happi or yukata. It’s never too early to plan to wear for Obon!  Donations of kimono, obi, 
yukata or any Japanese-themed fabric for repurposing are always welcome. If you plan to donate, please let us know who you are, so 
we can thank you properly. All proceeds from the sale benefit the temple and the women’s group (OBWA). 
 
WHAT’S AHEAD 
• January 21, Wednesday, we will have a special guest who will give a talk on kintsugi, the art of visible mending of pottery using 
urushi lacquer. For those who are interested in learning about this craft, save the date!  
• No meeting is planned for December.  
 
Contact the group for any questions at mottainaicraftgroup24@gmail.com.  

mailto:mottainaicraftgroup24@gmail.com
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OBT Holiday Craft Fair, Nov 22, 2025 
Photos by Maho Garner 
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OBT Events and Meetings 
Links to and list of recurring events and meetings.   Because most events are now live at OBT, this table will 

contain only those events/meetings with zoom links.   Check the newsletter calendar for the dates of everything 
that is occurring at the temple.   For questions:  obon.oregonbuddhisttemple@gmail.com (goes to Chris). 

Please check our website for any last minute updates (like weather, funerals, or cancellations). 
OBT Regular Service               Every week – Sun 10 AM  
                                                             Dharma Exchange (following the Regular Service)  at 11 AM    
   

Link below to website for the filmed services: 
https://www.oregonbuddhisttemple.com/      
 

This link is to zoom for the live Sunday Services and Dharma Exchange:  
Zoom: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88441525686?pwd=EeovjfEdmbgAgQUoFXpEC1RAQrzPP1.1    
Meeting ID:  884 4152 5686                         Passcode:    804117 
 
OBWA                                          3rd Sat, mid-month, each month – 10 AM   (specific date on calendar) 
 
Zoom          
https://zoom.us/j/96237030266?pwd=QjYxMjl5dDM3cnFVLzR5YmEvUU94UT09 
Meeting ID: 962 3703 0266                          Passcode: 574232 
 

Sunday Bon Odori                     last Sunday of the month (see below – specific date on calendar) 
 
Bon odori is generally the last Sunday of the month at 1 PM in the basement.   July/August are exceptions because of Obon 
and dancing at the Japanese Garden.  And, on occasion there are OBT events on the last Sunday so see the newsletter or 
calendar for specific dates.   This is for fun, exercise, learning new dances, re-learning old dances, and seeing your dance 
buddies.        
 

See Chris for details or to be added to our Japanese Stuff list that we use to notify dancers ---  
obon.oregonbuddhisttemple@gmail.com     (email comes to Chris and I can answer questions or add you to the list)   
 

Zoom link if you can’t make it in person.   
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81054749182?pwd=aHBjNXhERzNyT3hUU0E5Wmw2cUliZz09  
Meeting ID: 810 5474 9182                          Passcode: 113529  
 
BEC (Buddhist Education Committee)     3rd Wednesday evening of month (see calendar) 
 

This is the group who figures out the educational activities for the temple like the Sunday Services, Dharma Exchange, the 
Library, the videos and Sunday slide show presentations, and other tasks.   We are always busy especially since we are 
currently without a resident minister.   You are welcome to visit and listen in on the decisions or volunteer !"#$%&  
 
Meetings are the third Wednesday of each month at 6:30 PM with a couple exceptions.  
Zoom link: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/97807303590?pwd=MU90SkZHUnpJUXVxd0EvVGZDYUo4Zz09 
Meeting ID: 978 0730 3590                          Passcode: 790943 
 
Rev. Koyama has invited us to participate in his Buddhist Education Class.   

Jodo Shinshu 101 Class 
Rev. Koyama leads this class the 2nd Wednesday every month, 6pm-7pm.   Signup link is here and also on the Tacoma 
Buddhist Temple website, https://www.tacomabt.org/ 
Once you are signed up, you will receive an email each month with the class info and zoom link.   
 

https://www.oregonbuddhisttemple.com/
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88441525686?pwd=EeovjfEdmbgAgQUoFXpEC1RAQrzPP1.1
https://zoom.us/j/96237030266?pwd=QjYxMjl5dDM3cnFVLzR5YmEvUU94UT09
mailto:obon.oregonbuddhisttemple@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81054749182?pwd=aHBjNXhERzNyT3hUU0E5Wmw2cUliZz09
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/97807303590?pwd=MU90SkZHUnpJUXVxd0EvVGZDYUo4Zz09
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfwVnkH4Q69WEY7Q94fllz3juDUPiVPDnCrsHycOF3XItA54w/viewform
https://www.tacomabt.org/
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v. 20251015 
 

                                           

2025 Mochi Orders 
First NAME: 
  

Last NAME: 

PHONE: EMAIL: 

Mail or return to OBT with check payment to 
Oregon Buddhist Temple 
c/o Mochitsuki 
3720 SE 34th Ave. 
Portland, OR 97202 

Your freshly made mochi order will be ready 
for pickup on  
Sunday December 14  
between 3 to 4:30 pm at temple basement. 
After that time, the mochi will kept frozen. 

Orders must be received by 
Tuesday, December 9 

How many 
pounds? 

Total $ Amount 

 Mochi per pound  
(in 1-pound 
Increments)  

 
$7 

 $ 

Please contact obtmochitsuki24@gmail.com to learn about volunteering opportunity for mochitsuki. 
If you prefer, orders can be placed online after November 1 at www.oregonbuddhisttemple.com/mochitsuki. 
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OREGON BUDDHIST TEMPLE 

New Year’s Service & Party 
Sunday, January 11, 2026 

Come celebrate the New Year 
10:00 a.m. Service & 11:30 a.m. Party 

 
Bento Lunch by Chef Yoshio Matsuzaki 

$35.00 per person 
   

Please use the form below for Ordering.    Deadline:  January 2, 2026 
        

*** Vegetarian Bentos are available,  Specify on Order Form *** 
 
     Pizza will be provided for children not ordering bento. (Specify head count on order form below) 
 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _   
 

OBT New Year’s Bento Order Form 
 
Participant’s name (please print)      Participant’s name (please print)  
  
--------------------------------------------------------------         ------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------         ------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------         ------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------         ------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

___________X  $35.00  =   $_______ 
(# of Bentos) 
 
DONATIONS are Appreciated       $_________ 
 
Total Amount Enclosed    $_______ 

(Cash or Check ONLY Please.    Make check payable to OBT) 
 

Pizza head count, please specify the number of children  #_____ 
attending but not ordering Bento.  
 

For questions, please contact Katie Tamiyasu, 503-781-9162 or kekik@comcast.net 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

Oregon Buddhist Temple 

3720 SE 34th Avenue 

Portland, OR 97202 
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Check seattlebetsuin.org/2026-convention for updates  

https://seattlebetsuin.org/2026-convention/
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SUPPORTER OF THE OREGON BUDDHIST TEMPLE 
PLEDGE FOR 2025 

 
Name:  ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City: ______________________________________ State:_________________ Zip: _____________ 
 
Email: __________________________________________ Phone: ___________________________ 
 
 
All individuals who make a pledge will be listed as a Supporter of the Oregon Buddhist Temple. 
 
For individuals who pledge $300 or more: 

• A portion of your pledge will be forwarded to the Buddhist Churches of America (BCA) 
for BCA membership 

• Eligible to be nominated to be on the Oregon Buddhist Temple Board of Directors 
• Eligible to vote for the Board of Directors of Oregon Buddhist Temple and other issues 

that are presented at the General Meeting. 
 
I will pledge for 2025, the amount of $ ___________________________________ 
 

____ The above amount is to be given as a one- time amount of $ __________________ or 
 
____ The above amount is to be given in payments of $ ___________________________ 
 
                                      _____ Monthly                     _____ Quarterly 
 

Please send this completed Pledge for 2025 and payments to: 
 

Oregon Buddhist Temple 
3720 SE 34th Avenue 

Portland, OR 97202-3037 
 

 
Donate at the OBT website 

 
Donate with OBT Square 

  
Oregon Buddhist Temple PayPal 

 
 

In gratitude for your support of the Oregon Buddhist Temple 

https://www.oregonbuddhisttemple.com/support-the-temple

