
AIUEO Ondo  

 
This is an alphabet song – a play on words and alphabet for fun.   They talk about the sights, sounds, 
and experiences of Obon.   And it also includes the entire a, ka, sa, ta, na …  the letters in the 
alphabet chart.   
 
By stanza:  
1. has a, i, u, e, o (odori), and ka, ki, ku, ke, ko (kotoshi).     
2. has sa, shi, su, se, so (sora), and ta, chi, tsu, te, to (tobi-iri)--words use the last letter.   
3. has na, ni, nu, ne, no, and ha, hi, hu, he, ho.   
4. has ma, mi, mu, me, mo, and ya, i, yu, e, yo,  (i, and e, old Japanese) 
5. has ra, ri, ru, re, ro, and wa, i, u, e, o  (i, u, e, old Japanese) 
 

Video:  From 2002 in the Portland Japanese Garden  
OBT Bon Odori - 2002 Japanese Garden – AIUEO - link https://youtu.be/5cyCOzvX-ek 
 

Lyrics  
 

The lyrics are from the book Book Gathering of Joy – A History of Bon Odori in Mainland America by 
Reverend Masao Kodani and the Senshin Buddhist Temple in Los Angeles, CA .    
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