
Soran Bushi 

 
Soran Bushi is a work song, sung by the fisherman in Hokkaido when they were fishing for herring.   

Because it is very old and it’s a work song, there are several variations of both the song and the 

dance.    The dance version we are doing what many people refer to as “the old one”.   The 

movements all emulate fishing activities and are tied very closely with the music (rather than just keep 

doing the patterns until the music ends).   There are sections of rowing, hauling in the nets, throwing 

the fish over your shoulder into the basket on your back, walking down the pier or boat deck with a 

basket of squirming fish on your back, wiping your brow, and then being done – cho chon ga chon!    

 

This is another early dance we did in the 90’s and are reviving.  We danced this at Oregon Buddhist 

Temple in 1995.    

 
Video: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VUqooIE4uDc&list=PLkeYL6A2MrBSVoMr2SShTA4C_sbfgvs_G&inde

x=25 

 

Lyrics:   
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VUqooIE4uDc&list=PLkeYL6A2MrBSVoMr2SShTA4C_sbfgvs_G&index=25
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VUqooIE4uDc&list=PLkeYL6A2MrBSVoMr2SShTA4C_sbfgvs_G&index=25

