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Happy New Year 
Reverend Yuki Sugahara 
 

Happy New Year to everyone and I 

hope the year 2023 will be a great year to 

all!! Last year, we were finally able to 

come back to the temple in-person and I 

still clearly remember how successful our in-person Obon last 

year was!  I hope that we can go back to the “normal” life as 

used to be and enjoy the Dharma and friendship together again 

this year. 

This is my 12th year in the US as an Overseas Minister. It 

means that the Chinese Zodiac came back to the same one, 

Rabbit, since I came to the US. Like the Chinese Zodiac, 

Japanese people imported much culture from China, plus we 

also have many unique customs in Japan. 

Last December my children’s school had a craft fair and 

children made their own Kadomatsu (please see the photo). It 

was the first time for me to see how Kadomatsu is made so it 

was an interesting experience for me too.  We decorate 

Kadomatsu in front of the house for the New Year and each of 

the items has a special meaning. 

It looks like the bamboo is the main ornament of 

Kadomatsu, but actually Kadomatsu 門松 kado-matsu means 

“Gate Pine”, so the main ornament of Kadomatsu is the pine. 

There are various opinions about each of the ornaments, but 

this is one of the explanations: 

 

 Pine: it represents “longevity” because the pine tree 

always has green needles on its branches. 

• Plum: it represents “promotion” as it blooms earlier 

than other blossoms. 

• Bamboo: it represents “vitality” and “prosperity” as 

it grows a lot in a short period. 

• Nandina: it represents “turning the 

difficulties/suffering/hardship.” The name Nandina 

in Japanese is 南天 nan-ten literally means southern 

heaven and it sounds same as 難転 nan-ten (turning 

the difficulties). It is just a play on the word 

Nandina. 
 

Not only Kadomatsu, but we also make Osechi (new  

 

 

years fancy food), Ozoni (soup with mochi), and Kagami 

Mochi (mochi with few decorations). Each of these items has 

a meaning to it. This does not mean that Japanese people 

believe in all these things, but it serves more as lucky charm 

items wishing a Happy New Year to everyone and for the year 

to be a peaceful year for all. 

I don’t personally follow these customs, but these 

customs remind me that we are always in the wishes of 

someone. 

This year, OBT is celebrating the 120th year of 

establishment.  Our head temple, Nishi Hongwanji, in Kyoto 

is observing the 800th Anniversary of the establishment of 

Jodo Shinshu and the 850th Anniversary of our founder, 

Shinran Shonin’s birth. In one of the letters, Shinran Shonin 

said: 

 

“May the peace and tranquility prevail throughout the  

world! May the Buddhism teachings spread!” 

 

We, Jodo Shinshu Buddhists, are in this wish of Shinran 

Shonin and our predecessors who protected, sustained and 

handed down the teaching and Oregon Buddhist Temple to us. 

I really hope that we will have a wonderful year together and 

we promote peace through Buddhism teachings. 

 

Gassho 
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January Shotsuki Hoyo 
 

This is a monthly memorial service to honor and remember those loved ones who passed away during the month of December. The 
Shotsuki-Hoyo service will be held at the January 8 Sunday service at 10 am. Please join us and offer incense in memory of your 
relative(s) or friends. 
 

Listed below are the names of those who passed away starting from 1950. Oregon Buddhist Temple has records from 1904. Names of 
deceased prior to 1950 are added if requested. If a name is missing or incorrect, please notify Jean Matsumoto, Etsu Osaki, or the 
temple. 

 

 
 
 

Hoonko (Memorial Honoring Shinran 
Shonin) – OBT, January 15,10 am 

 

Repay-indebtedness-observance 

 

The most important Jodoshinshu observance of the memorial 

for Shinran Shonin, set as January 16
th

 by Nishihongwanji. 

 Cocktails, by Rev. Masao Kodani 

 

 

Hoonko Seminar, Saturday. January 14, 10 am with Reverend 

Dr. Kenji Akahoshi. See page 8 for details. 

  

2023 Memorial Services

   Year           Year

Of Passing      Memorial     Of Passing      Memorial

2022 1 Year 2007 17 Year

2021 3 Year 1999 25 Year

2016 7 year 1991 33 Year

2011 13 Year 1974 50 Year

                             If you would like to schedule a memorial service for

      loved ones or ancestors, please make arrangements

              With Reverend Sugahara at 916-834-7350 or

       ysobtoportland0612017@oregonbuddhisttemple.com

Abe, Ukichi 1/13/1959 Kitayama, Kuni 1/24/1997 * Okubo, Fumiko 1/26/2014 *
Akiyama, Tora 1/18/1989 Kiyokawa, Riichi 1/19/1989 Onchi, Sachi 1/27/2013 *
Ando, Sakae 1/13/2009 * Kohara, Yayo 1/1972 Osaki, Tomikichi 1/3/1971
Aoki, Tsuruyo 1/23/1992 Lee, Jean Kan 1/23/1989 Ouchida, Shizuko 1/25/2012 *
Asakawa, Iuemon 1/6/1960 Lindemaier, Patricia 1/16/2021 Owada, Ryozo 1/13/1957
Byms, Keiko 1/29/2021 Maehara, Giichi 1/30/1950 Peterson, John Eldon 1/6/2014
Fujii, Jack Kiyoshi 1/1/1993 Makita, Kanshiro 1/14/1952 Saito, Haruno 1/6/1963 *
Fujinaka, Matsu 1/1978 Matsumoto, Mikiye 1/4/1999 * Saito, May Nobuko 1/31/2017 *
Fukumoto, Umeno 1/25/1989 * Mishima, Sakaye 1/16/1987 * Sakurai, Betty Kasumi 1/5/2003
Hasegawa, Shigeichi R 1/29/1979 Miyoshi, Setsuji 1/5/1974 Sasaki, Nami 1/12/2015
Hashimoto, Kemy 1/6/2007 * Morikawa, Shizuyo 1/26/1955 * Sasaki, Saburo 1/8/1959
Hayashi, Mas 1/22/1997 Morimoto, Keiko 1/17/1990 Sato, Nobuo "Nobi" 1/28/1996
Hoverson, Dale 1/22/2005 Muraki, Yoshio 1/17/2004 Sato, Sidney 1/23/1987
Ikata, Yone 1/5/1964 * Muramatsu, Hatsue 1/1975 * Shirahama, San 1/7/1951
Ikeda, Clarence Hisao 1/12/2017 Muramatsu, Shoji 1/4/1975 Shiraishi, Umeno 1/2/1974 *
Ikeda, Kimie 1/4/2007 Muraoka, Sonoe 1/18/2008 * Suzuki, Eiji 1/7/1963
Ikeda, Martha Masako1/6/1978 * Murayoshi, Anjiro 1/21/1955 Takashima, James 1/6/2012
Ishida, George 1/10/1999 Nagahama, Takejiro 1/29/1982 Tano, Ben V  1/17/2016
Ishida, Nobu 1/15/1973 Nagaki, Joe 1/10/2006 Tateishi, Ruth Kumiko 1/3/2008
Ishida, Tomeka 1/19/1985 * Naganuma, Asajiro 1/11/1964 Toyooka, Fumie 1/26/2005
Iwai, Masako 1/23/2008 * Nakashimada, Kisano 1/5/1969 * Toyota, Fukunosuke 1/11/1957
Iwamoto, Francis 1/17/2008 Niemi, Masao, 1/5/1956 Uyeda, Takashi 1/16/1978
Iwasaki, Ito 1/11/1981 * Niiyama, Rui, 1/28/1954 * Wakamatsu, Eitaro 1/8/1966
Jones, Bobara 1/20/2012 Nishimura, Robert M 1/12/1996 Winner, Wayne Leroy 1/22/2015
Kagawa, Toshimi 1/7/1969 * Ochiai, Kaz 1/11/2007 Yamada, Takeichi 1/9/1951
Kimura, Isa 1/10/1983 * Ohishi, Arie 1/3/1964 * Yamamoto, Dale 1/22/1999
Kinoshita, Ami 1/6/2017* Okamoto, Hisashi 1/22/1988 Yamanaka, Aiko 1/19/2001 *
Kinoshita, April1/29/2009 * Okita, Harry 1/24/2007 Yumibe, Utaro Eki 1/22/1952 *
Kinoshita, Tokuji 1/18/1953

* OBWA member
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Daily On-line Services 
 

Reverend Yuki conducts daily on-line services including 

Sundays at 8 am. On Sundays he also conducts a service at 10 

am. Go to the Oregon Buddhist Temple web site and “Check 

out the  

YouTube Channel of Oregon Buddhist Temple 
Or click on 

Oregon Buddhist Temple - YouTube 
 

 

 

 
The below article by OBT board member Judy Hittle is 

intended to help make the board more accessible to temple 

members 

 

I recall growing up in a home where New Year’s Day is a 

grand day to celebrate. No fireworks, or New Year’s Eve 

parties, or inebriation, but the focus was on Food, Relatives 

and dear Friends. It was a day to welcome a new year, thank 

all who are close to us and eat a lot of food. As a matter of 

fact, the days leading up to the 1
st
 of January, my mother used 

to cook up a storm – making mochi, sushi, nishime, shoyu 

pork, namasu, and who knows what else. I can only recall 

what I loved to eat, so I may have missed something here. But, 

of course, being the only girl in the family, when my mother 

was in the kitchen, so was I – an expectation, not love of 

cooking. One would think after all the time I spent in the 

kitchen when my mom was cooking, I’d be a terrific cook, but 

I was more the “clean-up crew”, so that explains that. 

On New Year’s Day, we would have our breakfast at the 

low, long table, set up especially for the celebration yet to 

come. I recall whatever we ate for breakfast, we also had miso 

soup and kuromame (black beans w/ chestnuts) with a wish 

for a good, healthy year. Once that was done, our family 

would get ready to visit our relatives’ and close friends’ 

homes for lunch - at each home. One learned very quickly that 

eating frugally was essential if you wanted to last the 

afternoon. Not eating when visiting, was almost an insult to 

the host/hostess. Similar types of foods were presented at each 

home, but there were always, lots of wishes for a Happy New 

Year, and thanks for their kindness throughout the previous 

year.  

When we returned home, we began to prepare our feast. It 

was almost like a game. First, it was our turn to visit, now they 

all returned that favor by visiting us and dining with us. This 

was the fun part – to an extent. Of course, I was still the clean-

up crew, but at the end I recall the levity turned into Hanafuda 

games (a special card game the dads were playing) and 

sometimes, if we’re lucky, the sanshin came out and music 

and dancing began. No, not couples dancing, joyous dancing 

by various people who knew Okinawan dances (my dad being 

one). I think he seemed the happiest when dancing, no matter 

what aches and pains he may have had. 

I’m embarrassed to say I have not kept up that New 

Year’s Day tradition, but maybe should consider a small-

scaled one. So how is 2023 for you thus far? 

Nifee Deebiru. (Thank you, in Okinawan)  Gochisoosama 

Deshita. 
 

 

Oregon Buddhist Women’s 
Association 
Nancy Kajitsu 

 Happy New Year from the OBWA! 

We continue to meet by zoom every third 

Saturday of the month. You may also 

encourage others to join us. We have donated 

to four non-profits in our community. One of those was to the 

PSU pantry. 

Thank you to Yasuko Fields and her team for continuing 

to organize and sell kimonos and other handmade articles. Her 

latest venture was on site at her living complex. 

 A Happy 101st Birthday to Kimi Iwamoto.  

Congratulations. 

 “Gassho From The Heart” will be sung in unison at the 

World Women Buddhist Conference in Japan in 2023. Music 

is available and practice sessions are being planned at Temple. 

Give it a try. Our next OBWA meeting is planned for January 

21st, 2023 by Zoom at 10am. Zoom in. It’s a mere $20 to 

become a member or an Associate Member. 

https://www.youtube.com/user/OregonBuddhistTemple
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Gassho 

Dharma School  
Ann Shintani 

 

Oregon Buddhist Temple sent two 

students to the Buddhist Youth Retreat in 

Berkley, California. Dharma School sent 

Mayu Garner and Mika Winner to the first youth retreat for 

several years, which was held at the Jodo Shinshu Center. 

They had discussions and activities led by Sensei Koichi 

Mizushima, Reverend Kiyonobu Kuwahara (resident minister 

of Berkeley Buddhist Temple), and other volunteers. We 

thank Etsu Osaki and OBT’s Hishinuma Fund (for Buddhist 

education) for generously providing a portion of funding for 

airfare to allow our students to participate in this experience, 

and to meet other Buddhist youth. The Jodo Shinshu Center 

has classes from the Institute of Buddhist Studies and the 

Center of Buddhist Education. For this month, below are 

thoughts about the retreat from Mika Winner. 

“Going to the Jodo Shinshu Center for the Youth Buddhist Retreat 

was the most fun I have ever had in one weekend. I made so many 

amazing memories, and had a lot of deep conversations with new 

friends. My favorite activity was one led by Koichi (Mizushima) and 

his two work partners – they set up five chairs (in a row) and labeled 

them with “strongly agree” and “strongly disagree” on each end. 

They told a bunch of different statements, and we were to sit on the 

chairs to (show) if we strongly agreed, strongly disagreed, or were 

somewhere in the middle. We had small conversations on why we 

made those choices.”  – Mika Winner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Dharma School Schedule 

Jan. 1 – no DS 

Jan. 8 - DS 

Jan. 15 - DS 

Jan. 22 – DS 

Jan 29 – no DS 

 

 

Girl Scouts 
Amy Peterson 

 

On Mochitsuki day the Girl Scouts were 

ready to babysit and practice their skills, but 

there were no children during their scheduled 

time. Kenzie, did however, do one of the crafts and made 

small clay Kagami Mochi for people picking up their orders. 

 January is usually time for cookies, but this year we'll be 

starting in February. The first Sunday in February, be ready 

for the girls to take your cookie order. February 27th their 

online sites will be open for online ordering. Our newest 

cookie, Raspberry Rally, a raspberry mint cookie will be 

available only through online order and direct shipped 

cookies. No Raspberry Rally cookies will be available locally.  

The older girls are planning a trip to I Fly next year.  

The girls are looking at their leadership awards. The girls meet 

the 1
st
 and 3rd Sundays from 12:15 to 1:30 pm. 

 

 

 

Past Months’ Newsletters 
 

Can be viewed at the below link. 

Newsletter | oregonbuddhisttemple 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

https://www.oregonbuddhisttemple.com/newsletter
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Reverend Sugahara Rocks on Seiya 
 

 
 

Gatha Seiya (Rock version) 仏教讃歌『星夜』(ロック

バージョン) - YouTube 
 

 

 
 

 

  

Seiya     (Peaceful Night) 
 

1. How beautiful the starry sky! 

    Who could know the mystery of the heavens? 

When these countless eyes shine brilliantly, 

    My heart is filled with joy! 

2. More numerous than the sands of the Ganges 

    are the Buddhas. 

When I hear that they watch over us night and day, 

    my heart is filled with peace. 

   Music by Shimpei Nakayama 

   Lyrics by Takeko Kujo 
 

 

Takumi Taiko Concert at OBT, January 21 
 

 
 

 

Oregon Buddhist Temple

November 2022 Dontions

In memory of Toki Tachibana Alexander O'Neill Eitaikyo (continued)

Shoun & Grace Ishikawa Denise Kawasaki Susan Endecott

Julie M. Higa Dana Kakishita

In memory of Bob & Tomo Sunamoto Jeannine Shinoda Kiyomi Dickinson

Dennis & Virginia Sugihara Yaeko Kunishige Pat Hokama

Amazon Smile Program Anonymous

In memory of Ayame Matsunaga Paypal Giving Fund

Janice Okamoto

Eitaikyo Donation acknowledge-

In memory of Richard Harder Janice Okamoto ments are mailed for 

Diane Ando Harder Diane Ando Harder donations of $250 or

Roberta Ando Katie Tamiyasu more, and to any donor

Alfred Ono upon request. 

In memory of Kikue Ando Ann Shintani & Scott Winner

Diane Ando Harder Kiyomi Dickinson Please inform us of any

Roberta Ando Etsuko Osaki significant errors or

Dana Kakishita omissions.  Thank you.

In memory of Rena McCarroll Roberta Ando

Laura Anne Madden Anonymous sjendecott@gmail.com

Thank You for your continued support

More details to follow 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F8aX5Bi2mOo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F8aX5Bi2mOo
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The core issue or experience for a Jodoshinshu follower. 

Often problematically translated as “faith,” it is the awakening 

to the 18
th

 or Primal Vow (Hongan) of Amida Buddha, the 

vocal expression of which is the Nembutsu 

(Namuamidabutsu). Shinjin is the central religious awakening 

or experience in the Pure Land path of Buddhism. Shinran 

Shonin’s teaching centers around the clarification of its nature 

and significance. 

 

 
 

In Chinese, the characters mean “Mr.”. In Japanese, they 

mean “teacher”. Literally, it means anyone born before us, 

those who are older and thus worthy of our respect. In 

Japanese, school teachers, medical doctors, instructors of 

cultural arts, and in general any respected person is addressed 

as Sensei. It is the most common way of addressing BCA 

ministers or priests. 

  From COCKTAILS 

  Written by Reverend Masao Kodani 

 

 

OBT Services, Events, and Meetings by Date 

Links to Recurring Events – special links in table following   For questions:  bec@oregonbuddhisttemple.com 

Please check our website for any last minute updates.    

OBT Regular Service                  Every week – Sun 10 AM    

Services are now hybrid – in person and on zoom.   Link below to website for the filmed 
services, and below that the zoom link for the hybrid services.    

https://www.oregonbuddhisttemple.com/      
 

Zoom: 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85452093371?pwd=RkV2QkRyb3dIRllyQkNneFE5cTRKQT09 
Meeting ID: 854 5209 3371 
Passcode: 517706 
 

Currently, Dharma Exchange is held every other week and in the Hondo after service.    If there is 
a change to downstairs, we shall let you know in the table below.   We are hybrid and just 
continue to use the same link (posted above) that we use for the 10 AM service.    
 

Dharma Exchange    (use link for OBT Service)  faded letters indicate link not being used currently  
               
Zoom       Meeting ID: 991 9789 7816                                  Passcode: 103319  

https://zoom.us/j/99197897816?pwd=amRuZ1Y1bEM3Mk5kU0lHeXNIeVM4dz09   
 
Intermediate Study Class           Every 2 weeks – Wed 7 PM (specific dates in table below) 

Zoom        Meeting ID: 815 9359 3428                                    Passcode: 704135  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81593593428?pwd=WEhYSEZTV0RlcEN4MjhpNnNvOUxBZz09  

OBWA                                          3rd Sat, mid-month, each month – 10 AM 

Zoom         Meeting ID: 962 3703 0266                                    Passcode: 574232  

https://zoom.us/j/96237030266?pwd=QjYxMjl5dDM3cnFVLzR5YmEvUU94UT09  
 

Dharma School (specific dates in table below) 
 

Meets almost every Sunday, in person at OBT.    See Ann Shintani for details.     
 

OBT Girl Scout Troop   (specific dates in table below)               
 

Meets the first and third Sunday of each month, in person at OBT.    See leader Amy for details.    
 

mailto:bec@oregonbuddhisttemple.com
https://www.oregonbuddhisttemple.com/
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85452093371?pwd=RkV2QkRyb3dIRllyQkNneFE5cTRKQT09
https://zoom.us/j/99197897816?pwd=amRuZ1Y1bEM3Mk5kU0lHeXNIeVM4dz09
https://zoom.us/j/96237030266?pwd=QjYxMjl5dDM3cnFVLzR5YmEvUU94UT09
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Sunday Bon Odori starts January 29
th

 2023 !      
 
We will have bon odori on the last Sunday of the month at 1 PM in the basement.   (July is an exception 
because of Obon, and August we might be dancing at the Japanese Garden).   Request masks and 
distancing.   We will have fans going to circulate the air.    
  
We will send out a Japanese stuff email, have our own page on the OBT website under Obon Fest,  and 
post on social media.    See Chris for details. 

 

 

 

DATE DAY  TIME        ACTIVITY                                   WHERE/NOTES 

December       

12/31 Sat 6 PM New Years Eve Service  Service and Kansho ringing 

January    2023 is here!    

1/6-1/15   Rev. Sugahara  In Sacramento  

1/1 Sun 10 AM Service – Rev. Sugahara New Year’s Day Service - In person, on Zoom 

1/4 Wed 7 PM Intermediate Study Class Rev. Sugahara 

1/8 Sun 10 AM Service – Brenda Leader  Shotsuki Hoyo Memorial Service - in person, on Zoom  

1/8 Sun 11 AM Dharma School In person.  See Ann Shintani for details 

1/14 Sat 10 AM Hoonko Seminar  Rev. Ken Akahoshi – on Zoom or video    

1/15 Sun 10 AM  Hoonko Service  Rev. Ken Akahoshi – on Zoom or video    

1/15 Sun 11 AM Dharma School In person.  See Ann Shintani for details 

1/15 Sun 12:15 Girl Scouts  In person.  See leader Amy for details.  

1/18 Wed 7 PM Intermediate Study Class Rev. Sugahara 

1/21 Sat 10 AM  OBWA Watch email for information – on zoom  

1/21 Sat   5 PM Takumi Taiko  Special guest concert  

1/22 Sun 10 AM Service – Rev. Sugahara In person, on Zoom 

1/22 Sun 11 AM Library Dedication   

1/22 Sun 11 AM Dharma School In person.  See Ann Shintani for details 

1/29 Sun 10 AM Service – Rev. Sugahara In person, on Zoom 

1/29 Sun 11 AM Dharma Exchange - Hondo Technology at OBT  Leader Chris Dart 

1/29 Sun 11 AM Dharma School In person.  See Ann Shintani for details 

1/29 Sun 1 PM  Sunday Bon Odori  In basement – See Chris for details   

February       

2/3-2/12   Rev. Sugahara  In Sacramento  

2/1 Wed 7 PM Intermediate Study Class Rev. Sugahara 

2/5 Sun 10 AM Service – Brenda Fugate   Lady Kujo, Lady Ohtani Memorial Service  

2/5 Sun 11 AM Dharma School In person.  See Ann Shintani for details 

2/5 Sun 12:15 Girl Scouts  In person.  See leader Amy for details.  

2/12 Sun 10 AM Service –   

2/12 Sun 11 AM Dharma School In person.  See Ann Shintani for details 

2/12 Sun 11 AM Dharma Exchange - Hondo Cathy Yarne  

2/15 Wed 7 PM Intermediate Study Class Rev. Sugahara 

2/18 Sat 10 AM  OBWA Watch email for information – on zoom  

2/19 Sun 10 AM Service – Rev. Sugahara  Nirvana Day, Pet Memorial, Shotsuki Hoyo Memorial 
Service - in person, on Zoom  

2/19 Sun 11 AM Dharma School In person.  See Ann Shintani for details 

2/19 Sun 12:15 Girl Scouts  In person.  See leader Amy for details.  

2/26 Sun 10 AM Service – Rev. Sugahara ? National Council Service  

2/26 Sun 11 AM Dharma School In person.  See Ann Shintani for details 

2/26 Sun 11 AM Dharma Exchange - Hondo Rev. Sugahara leader  

2/26 Sun 1 PM  Sunday Bon Odori  In basement – See Chris for details   
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Hoonko (Special Memorial Honoring Shinran Shonin) – January 15, 2023 10am-Noon 
Ann Shintani 
 

The Hoonko service is the most important observance of our Jodo Shinshu tradition of Buddhism. It occurs around Shinran 

Shonin’s memorial, and focuses on sharing the teachings that he valued in his amazing 90 years of life. This year, we will have 

Reverend Dr. Kenji Akahoshi, Emeritus, who became an ordained minister at an age most people would be thinking of retirement, and 

was appointed resident minister of the Buddhist Temple of San Diego at the age of 71, in 2013. He has since retired, and has been 

active in writing articles and giving virtual talks. His path to becoming a minister include being incarcerated as an infant at the 

Granada Relocation Center, a career as a dentist in San Jose, and background in Transpersonal (spiritual) psychology. Several of his 

articles are in Tricycle: The Buddhist Review (the first magazine to represent Buddhist perspectives to a Western readership), and 

often speaks at various Buddhist retreats. We have changed our Hoonko Seminar to be just two hours (10am-Noon) as Rev. Akahoshi 

is not able to visit us in person. The seminar will be offered both online via Zoom, and at the Oregon Buddhist Temple, so we call this 

“hybrid”. Our Hoonko seminar will consist of a lecture by Rev. Akahoshi, a short break, and time for questions.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reverend Akahoshi will give his presentation in Zoom. 

You can watch it at home or at the Oregon Buddhist 

Temple. 
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HI ALL!  
Happy New Year 2023! Year of the Rabbit. We need your help to get folks out to the events we are planning. Would love to add making 
cards, or other Mottainai ideas. We definitely want to organize a carpool to the evening event on January 21st at Reed College for 
Nobuko Miyamoto and traci-kato-kiriyama! Also their Sunday workshop is INTERGENERATIONAL!   
 
JAMO is hosting a month of events for Asian-Americans to gather, collaborate, and create together. I have been helping out a bit on the 
planning and creation of a collaborative exhibit that will grow over the course of the month's multiple workshops, and would love to 
invite you to join for any events that pique your interest! Please share with your communities! 
 
More information can be found on the website here. 
InterACT!: The Art of Creating Together is a month-long collection of collaborative experiences, gatherings and art making. Through 

intentional interactions, we are coming together after years of social distancing, quarantining and isolation caused by the pandemic. 
InterACT!: The Art of Creating Together is a series of workshops and conversations that encourage us to not just observe, but 

interact. Not just be a bystander, but an active participant. 
InterACT: The Art of Creating Together features a performance and book talk by national performing artists Nobuko Miyamoto and 

traci-kato-kiriyama, who bring their talents, passions for social justice, and storytelling to us in an evening performance on January 21. 
 
Peace, 
Chisao Hata 
Creative Director  
Living Arts Program  
Japanese American Museum of Oregon  
jamo.org 
 
Memory is powerful, it is a powerful force in the way a society evolves.” 
                                                                       Bryan Stephenson 

 

Meet OBT Member Nancy Walseth, a retired lawyer and cartoonist 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

OBT Donation to Portland State Food Pantry 
 

Jayne Ichikawa sits with Bea as his vehicle is loaded with donations from OBT. The sign 
reads “SOS PSU Food Pantry OBT Donations 12/2/2022”. 

 
Our OBT Outreach Committee, SOS fundraiser for the Portland State University Food Pantry thanks everyone 

including OBWA who generously supported this important project for the needy students who attend PSU. 

Before this project was concluded in November, 2022, Jayne Ichikawa applied for a matching grant at the 

BCA Social Welfare Committee. It was accepted in November and the total amount with the matching grant 

to the PSU Food Pantry amounted to $2,630. In addition the final fundraiser in November which raised $415 

was added to the $2,630. The final total of $3,045 was greatly appreciated by the PSU Food Pantry staff. 

Thank you also to Rev Yuki who serves on the BCA Social Welfare Committee. 

 
Below is an article about the Food Pantry 
 

https://www.opb.org/article/2022/12/16/portland-state-university-food-pantry-deals-with-student-
trauma-and-accessibility/ 

https://jamo.org/exhibits/interact/
http://.jamo.org/
https://www.opb.org/article/2022/12/16/portland-state-university-food-pantry-deals-with-student-trauma-and-accessibility/
https://www.opb.org/article/2022/12/16/portland-state-university-food-pantry-deals-with-student-trauma-and-accessibility/
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Questions? Ask Marilyn Achterman 


