
Fresno Ondo 
 
This story is best told by the text in the Book Gathering of Joy – A History of Bon Odori 
in Mainland America by Reverend Masao Kodani and the Senshin Buddhist Temple in 
Los Angeles, CA .    
 
Fresno Ondo is considered to be the first Japanese-American Bon Odori with music, 
lyrics, and dance created in America.    There is a single VHS tape that we think was 
made in the early 1950’s and several teachers have learned the dance from a digital 
copy of that tape -- including me, Chris Dart, at the Oregon Buddhist Temple.   The 
lyrics talk about the hard physical work to grow the fruits and vegetables, and 
celebrating their accomplishments.       
 
From Kodani’s book: 

 
Video of our dance practice in 2016.    Note the dance, during the sung portions has 
beginning, middle, and end sections, but during the musical interlude, only the 
beginning section is repeated.    
 
OBT Teach - Fresno Ondo - 2016 Teachers Practice 
https://youtu.be/WeofCf_qDGk 
 

https://youtu.be/WeofCf_qDGk


Lyrics, also from Kodani’s book.     

 
  
 


