Buddhist Churches of America
Federation of Buddhist Women's Associations
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July 15,2021

Dear Ministers, District & Chapter BWA Presidents,

In October 2016, a proposal was passed by the Federation of Buddhist Women's
Associations (FBWA) to honor Lady Eshinni and Lady Kakushinni by creating an
Institute of Buddhist Studies (IBS) chair for Shin Buddhist Studies. This proposal was
approved by the World Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha Buddhist Women's Association
representatives in April 2018 at a special meeting held in Kyoto. The goal is to raise
S3,000,000 to fully fund the position. Since then, approximately $100,000 has been
raised.
In November 2020, the IBS Board of Trustees formally established "The Eshlnni and
Kakushinni Professor of Women and Buddhist Studies Endowment Fund'to support an
IBS professor specializing in the academic study of women and Buddhism.
The Eshinni and Kakushinni Professor of Women and Buddhist Studies Endowment
Fund is now a designated part of the BCA Dharma Forward Campaign, which launched
this year. The FBWA has been identified as a Lead Donor and as such we are leading the
way for others to give or pledge generously to the Fund. I encourage our members, and
all interested groups to contribute generously to the Fund. Let us do our part to enable
IBS to contribute to the growth of religious scholarship that recognizes the central role
that women continue to play in shaping Jodo Shinshu Buddhism in America and around
the world.
Please share the attached information and Dharma Forward Campaign Pledge Form with
your members, friends and interested groups.
Gassho,

President, FBWA (2021 -2022)
attachments

The Eshinni and Kakushinni Professor
of Women and Buddhist Studies Endowment Fund
Lady Eshinni (1182-1268) was the wife of Shinran Shonin, the founder of Jodo Shinsh0
Buddhism. She is recognized for her wholehearted support of her husband's nembutsu
teaching and efforts to share these teachings with people from all walks of life. ln 1921
ten letters, written in her own hand to her daughter, Kakushinni, were discovered in the
Hongwanji archives. Offering vital glimpses of her family life, the Letters of Eshinni provide inspiring images of her unwavering faith in the nembutsu.
Kakushinni (1224-1283), the youngest daughter of Shinran Shonin and Lady Eshinni, was
responsible for keeping alive both the memory of her father and the faith that he had
awakened within nembutsu followers throughout Japan. She was the first guardian and
caretaker of Shinran Shonint shrine, a role she carried out with diligence and devotion.
As a result, descendants of Shinran Shonin came to form the lineage of the Otani family
and establish the Hongwanji.
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The wisdom and generosity of Lady Eshinni and Kakushinni enabled Jodo Shinsh0 to become a
major religious movement in Japan and throughout the world. They were both strong, smart and
independent women who took care of their families and dared to pursue their religious convictions
in medieval Japan.

All nembutsu followers-women and men-owe a debt of gratitude to Lady Eshinni and Kakushinni.
Established: November 2O2A
Founding Donors: The BCA Federation of Buddhist Women's Associations (FBWA)
A proposal to honor Lady Eshinni and Kakushinni by creating an IBS professorial chair of Shin Buddhist Studies was proposed and passed by the FBWA in Oaober 2016. The World Jodo Shinshu
Hongwanji-ha Buddhist Women's Association representatives approved the resolution in April 2018
at a special meeting held in Kyoto. Since then, approximately $100,000 has been raised for the endowment fund.
ln November 2020 the lnstitute of Buddhist Studies (lBS) Board of Trustees formally established "Ihe
Eshinni and Kakushinni Professor of Women and Buddhist Studies Endowment Fund" to support an
IBS professor specializing in the academic study of women and Buddhism, particularly Jodo Shinshu
Buddhism, and/or related disciplines.
The Eshinni and Kakushinni Professor o{Women and Buddhist Studies Endowment Fund is now a
designated part of the Dharma Fonarard Campaign, which is scheduled for general launch in mid2A21. FBWA has accepted the position of lead donor for this fund. IBS welcomes the participation of
anyone who would like to support this addition to the IBS educational program.
IBS Professor of the Study of Women and Buddhism

With this endowment, IBS will add the Eshinni and Kakushinni Professor of Women and Buddhist
Studies to its core faculty, filling an under-represented, but very significant area of research, writing,
and instruction.
This professor will examine the social, symbolic and spiritual impact that women have had across the
wide span of Buddhist traditions, eras and societies. ln this way, IBS will be able to contribute to the
growth of religious scholarship that recognizes the central role that women continue to play in the
shaping of Buddhist thought and religious [ife.

What is an Endowed Professorial Chair?
An endowment is a legacy gift from a donor that provides a permanent source of income from funds
held and invested in perpetuity. An endowed professorial chair is a {aculty position supported by the
annual revenue from the endowment. An endowment can support the professor's compensation,
research projects and support staff well into the future.
When fully funded, the Eshinni and Kakushinni Professorial Endowment Fund would create a reliable
income stream and financial stability to lBS, ensuring that we could continue to realize our mission
providing quality education for our students.
What is our Fund-raising Goal?
Our goal is to raise $3,000,000. An endowment fund in that amount would generate enough income
to support a full-time professor and help to fulfill the vision of its supporters. Currently, the Eshinni
and Kakushinni Professorial Endowment Fund has a balance of a little over $100,000.
What is a Lead Donor?
As a Lead Donor to the Eshinni and Kakushinni Professoria/ Endowment Fund, FBWA can make an
early gift to the Dharma Forward Campaign, thereby leading the way for others to give or pledge
generously to the Fund. FBWA can also inspire members of Buddhist Woment Associations throughout the BCA, Hawaii, Canada, South America and Japan to contribute to the Fund.
How can I contribute?
We wish to encourage all interested persons and groups to support the Eshinni and Kakushinni
Professorial Endowment Fund with a gift or pledge to the Dharma Forward Campaign.
Please complete the attached Dharma Forward Campaign Pledge Form and send it to the BCA Endowment Foundation,lTlO Octavia Street, San Francisco, CA 94109.
Be sure to indicate on the pledge form that you would like to designate

The IBS Eshinni and Kakushinni Professor

of Women and Buddhist Studies Endowment Fund
as

the recipient of your gift.

Thank you very much for your kind and generous support!

For more information please contact:
Website: sh in-ibs. edu/don ate/endowments/
Telephone : 51 0.8O9.1 444
Address:
lnstitute of Buddhist Studies
Office of Development
2140 Durant Avenue
Berkeley, CA94704
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DHARMA FORWARD CAM PAIG N
.PLEDGE FORMTo support the Dharma Forward Campaign and ensure the future of Jodo Shinshu Buddhism
through the Buddhist Churches of America and the lnstitute of Buddhist Studies.

lAffe PLEDGE the sum of $
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Thank you {or your supporJ
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Yourmntribr^rtion isdeductible forinrcmebxperrposestodT e e"xtent prpvided byd, e lnEmal Revenue Code.

AJlpi@esareappliedtofteareasofgreatestneed

induding Educaticsr (IBVCBQ,Technology&G.rt"eaeh, Faci{rties

(LoanRepayment)&CperationsorScholarship&Support,unlessspecified.

JSCNamingopportunitiesavailable"

DONOR GIFT NFORTUATION
NAME (for tax receipt)
NAM E (for acknowledgements):

f,

Rluur" keep my donation anonymous

TEMPLE AFFILIATION:

Oregon Buddhist Temple/OBWA

ADDRESS:

E-MAIL:

TEL/CELL NUMBER:

Signature:

Date

This gift is in Honor of

/

in Memory of

Special Notes for Eshinni & Kakushinni Professor of Buddhist & Women Studies Endowment
PAYMENT INFORMATION

Enclosed is my first payment of q
Checks payable to BCA Endowment Foundation

TO PAY BY CREDIT CARD
Online credit card donations

@

bca.kindful.com

TO DONATE SECURITIES, please contact us

PLEASE COMPLETE THIS FORM & RETURN TO:
BCA Endowment Foundation // 1710 Octavia Street /l San Francisco, CA 94109
Michiko lnanaga @ minanaqa@bcahq.orq / 626-627-0544

