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Lovely springtime coming
soon
Reverend Jundo Gregory Gibbs
Allow me to thank you all for your hard
work and support of our Spring Food
Bazaar. Special thanks to Marilyn Achterman, Ann Shintani
and Chiki Kwong for chairing this important fund-raiser.
Again this month the title of my article comes from a song,
but no prize for telling me which one it was. More on that in
a bit.
We do hope that the lovely springtime is coming soon.
Many of you have confessed to me that, like me, you were
having a hard time with the sustained cold weather in late Fall
of last year and through most of the first two months of this
year. I found I would come in out of the cold and be unable to
warm up and really feel warm for hours. Fortunately, I am
sure this has nothing to do with aging.
Whether the cause is aging or illness or global climate
change, it is disappointing to find that I am less tolerant of
slightly inclement weather than I was a few years back. In
part because I've been struggling with the weather I distracted
myself with this goofy win-a-nenju contest via the newsletter.
I will limit this to the February and March newsletter but here
it goes. This month the topic is science fiction. What was
the lead character in “Alien Nation”, known to humans as
Sam Francisco and later George Francisco, named in his alien
language? This has nothing to do with Buddhism but,
coincidentally, his name appears in San Butsu Ge.
Assumedly the kanji is different. First person to tell me the
character’s name in his alien language will win a nice nenju.
Next year I'll make the questions pertain to Buddhism. This
year I'm just having fun with this.
Last month I asked which song the line “February made
me shiver” comes from and a number of you knew that it was
from “American Pie” by Don McClean. Only Jake Hardiman
could tell me the name of the 60's rock star who wrote the line
“The self-made man is truly shallow, because he is only what
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he wants to be.” The answer was Stephen Stills. Next year
I'll ask you stuff like where Shinran went to high school.
Our Spring Ohigan service this year will be March 24th. I
hope you will be able to join us for that service. I will give a
Japanese-language message at 9:30 am and deliver the
English language Dharma message at the main service
beginning at 10 am.
Just in case some of you wonder, the title to this month’s
newsletter article is half a line which, in full, goes “Chilly,
chilly, chilly winds blowing. Lovely springtime coming
soon.” The group was the Incredible String Band, the year
was 1969, but even I don't remember the name of the song.
Once again, I am truly grateful to all those who worked
on the Spring Food Bazaar. These fund-raisers are crucial to
the survival of our temple. Our temple is celebrating its 110th
anniversary this fall. How many hours of hard work
producing and selling food have gone into these eleven
decades of our temple's life? How many hours of mopping the
floor, vacuuming and emptying trash cans? Certainly, the
answer is many, many, and many. Thank you all so much for
your hard work on behalf of the temple. I hope that all of you
will continue to attend the services here on Sundays as often
as you can. I know that this is a real effort for many of you.
All of your efforts to participate in the life of the Oregon
Buddhist Temple are genuinely appreciated by me, my wife,
Kyoko and our two sons, Sho and Ren. We are very honored
to be the ministerial family here.
Gassho, Reverend Gibbs

2013 OBT membership registration form is enclosed.
Spring bazaar food pre-order form is attached.
Spring bazaar work schedule is attached

“The purpose of the Oregon Buddhist Temple is to insure that the Jodo Shinshu Sangha have the facilities, resident minister
and other resources they need to share the BuddhaDharma in their daily lives and during their major life events.”
Oregon Buddhist Temple
3720 SE 34th Avenue
Portland, OR 97202-3037
503-234-9456
503-231-1551 (fax)
e-mail: oregonbuddhisttemple@yahoo.com
website: http://www.oregonbuddhisttemple.com
This monthly newsletter is published by the Oregon Buddhist Temple, a Buddhist Churches of America temple affiliated with
Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-Ha. Please contact the temple with any comments, questions or concerns, or if you wish to report a
change of address. Send news items to the editor: Shinya Ichikawa, sjichi@gmail.com
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March Highlights
Feb 28
Mar 1
Mar 2

Mar 3
Mar 3
Mar 8
Mar 16
Mar 24

Bazaar food preparation
9 am
Bazaar food preparation
9 am
Bazaar food preparation
8 am
Dharma School
6:30 pm
Bazaar bakery preparation
Bazaar food preparation
6:30 am
OBT Spring Bazaar
11 am – 3 pm
OBT Board meeting
7 pm
OBWA meeting
9:30 am
Spring Ohigan service
9:30 am
Followed by potluck lunch
Food pre-order form is attached.
Work schedule is attached

President’s message:
Change is inevitable, growth
is optional.
Ken Garner, OBT President
On February 3, the Oregon Buddhist Temple had our
annual general meeting. In preparing for my presentation, I
performed the exercise of trying to describe the state of the
temple, as I see it, in a single word. Those of you who
attended the meeting know that the word I chose was
“Evolving”. In my opinion, this is a good state in which to be.
Evolving implies life and growth and changing to address
issues of the present all in an effort to secure a future. Any
organization that cannot change is soon obsolete and destined
for the scrapheap.
While we all know that change happens, it is nonetheless
hard. Even for an organization such as OBT, who holds the
truth of impermanence as a central tenet, change is difficult.
One of the responsibilities of the board is to lead the Sangha
and to make the call when we see change is needed.
Fortunately we have a dedicated team of board members who
have OBT's welfare at heart. Whether it is trying to address
the dwindling toban participation, flat revenue generation and
excessively labor intensive menu items of our food fund
raising events, our limited pool of traditional revenue sources,
or any of the other issues we face, I know every board
member is determined to do the best he or she can for OBT.
As I said, change is hard and we don't take it lightly.
Please be patient. We may not get everything exactly right the
first time, but we are confident that over time the changes will
evolve and prove to be the right course for OBT. By-the-way,
thoughts of change is not the sole purview of the board. We
welcome your ideas and especially your participation in the
solution. If you have an idea you'd like to bring to the board
and discuss, please see me and I will gladly add you to a
board meeting agenda. This year we meet on the 2nd Friday
of every month (except August) and all temple members are
welcome to attend.
On to other topics; as of this writing, we are gearing up
for the Spring Food Bazaar. Thank you Chiki Kwong, Marilyn
Achterman and Ann Shintani for stepping up to co-chair this

important fund raising event. Knowing their effort, I am
confident it will be a great event. We are still looking for
event chairs for our other 2 major fund raisers, Obon (August
3) and Sukiyaki (October 6). I did hear one of the Spring
Bazaar co-chairs mention she was having a good time
planning and leading the event. You can join in the fun. If you
haven't tried being a chair before, you may want to talk with
Chiki, Marilyn and/or Ann to get an idea of what they do.
Finally, OBT is the host temple for the 2014 NW
Buddhist Convention. The event is scheduled for February 7 –
9, 2014 at the Portland Airport Sheraton. The theme is
“Honor the Past, Live the Present, Build the Future.” This is a
big event and we will be looking for help from all quarters.
We will have a planning meeting as a Dharma Exchange on
Sunday March 10. I hope to see you there.
In gassho,
Ken

OBWA news
Jayne Ichikawa, OBWA Co-Vice
President
We gratefully acknowledge the following
donations for the month of January and
February: Fumi Saito, Ami Kinoshita,
Alice Ando, Setsy LaRouche, Jean Matsumoto, Kiyomi
Dickinson, Sumi Ishida, Kimi Iwamoto, Grace Ishikawa,
Misa Kodama, Etsu Osaki, Sachi Hasuike, June Shiigi, Lori
Fukunaga, Amy Peterson, Jayne Ichikawa, and Anonymous.
The month of February was very busy and productive:
 Many helpful hands under the leadership of Jean
Takashima accomplished anko/manju preparations. The
delicious manju will be sold at the spring bazaar on
March 3rd.
 Thirteen OBWA members attended the NW Buddhist
Convention on Feb. 15-17. Our Portland chapter led by
Etsu Osaki “broadcasted” the next NW Buddhist
Convention in Portland, Feb, 2014 by singing the gatha
Namu Amida Butsu with Portland style lyrics during the
banquet.
 On Feb. 23/24 a work party was organized by June
Shiigi and Marlene Moro to clean and mend our purple
zabuton cushions. Thank you to all the helpers.
OBWA will be a very busy preparing for the spring bazaar on
March 3rd. Chairwomen Marilyn Achterman, Ann Shintani,
and Chiki Kwong promise many innovative changes to
produce more efficiency, financial support, and larger crowds
to support our temple. Please check the newsletter for the
bazaar work schedule for Feb 28-March 3rd. We need your
HELP!!
Upcoming Schedule:
 March 16—monthly OBWA meeting at 9:30 in temple
basement
 April 20—monthly OBWA meeting followed by Aging
Wisely presentation at 11:00 in temple basement. Karol
Kennedy, a member of our Sangha will speak on the nonprofit Meals on Wheels People. Her main focus will be
on the eligibility for the Meals on Wheels program,
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social services offered, and nutritional heath based
information. She will also have handouts for attendees.
Please mark April 20th at 11:00 on your calendar for an
interesting, informative presentation.

Dharma school news
Amy Peterson, DS Coordinator
Is your child registered for 2012-13 Dharma
School? Classes for children grades preschool through high school are held most
Sundays in the Annex following the regular 10:00 am OBT
service. Check OBT website for schedule. Classes are taught
by Dharma School volunteers. New students need to register.
Past students need updated registration information added to
forms. For more information, please contact Amy Peterson at
dharmaschool@oregonbuddhisttemple.com.
Would you like to make a difference at OBT? We have
many volunteer opportunities available in the Dharma School.
All OBT parents and friends are welcome, but being a parent
is not required, nor is being a Dharma expert. We are
specifically looking for volunteers to co-chair with our
teachers on some upcoming activities.
We are looking for helpers for our 2013 summer camp.
The theme this year is Buddhist/Japanese holidays. Since it is
sometimes difficult to distinguish between the two we explore
and find out how they relate. Senior citizens are encouraged
to participate as are teens looking for leadership experience
and
hours.
Please
contact
Amy
at
dharmaschool@oregonbuddhisttemple.com to inquire about
either
or
both
of
these
opportunities.
Do you have an insulated tea/coffee carafe you’re not
using? Please contact Amy to donate it for use at DS and
temple events. Thank you to the individuals who have donated
hot pots for the Dharma School. They are greatly appreciated
and will be a great help when we have outings and events
outside of the Temple. We can still use more if you have
them.
We're on the bus on our way back to the Temple from the
66th Annual NW District Buddhist convention hosted by the
White River Buddhist Temple. The amazing thing about this
convention is it was planned and implemented by young
adults from White River with help from their YAC friends.
They ranged from 19 to maybe 30 somethings. It was a high
energy convention. Some great ideas came up that we may
want to use with our convention next year. We have always
been known as the family friendly convention and want to be
sure we have programs for families of all ages. Please mark
Feb 7-9th 2014 at the Sheraton Airport as we'll need a lot of
volunteers. Please be open when we ask for your ideas and
help. The Dharma School teachers have a lot of
responsibilities so we'll need help from the parents. We also
want to provide parent/student programs next year.
The Dharma School teachers have asked that we rename
the children's service to the Family Youth Service because the
purpose of the service is a time for older students to practice
chairing the monthly service the second Sunday Dharma
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Gathering and a time when families can learn more about
Temple etiquette, history, and share their Dharma stories with
the group. Students can provide service and leadership for
scouting
religious
awards.
March 2nd, 6:00 PM for baking. We encourage all able
bodies that like cooking with kids to join us to make items for
the Spring Bazaar Snack Bar. Kyoko Gibbs has generously
volunteered to head up the volunteer schedule so if you or
your student can help please contact her. Donations of snacks
from a licensed kitchen are gratefully accepted from any
Temple member. They can be dropped off at the Snack bar on
Sunday or Thurs - Sat. mornings during food preparation.
April 7 (Sunday): Save the date! Hanamatsuri Day
Service will be a special service with a program written by
Joy Yuzuriha for one of her Girl Scout journeys. Parents,
please check with Joy for a practice schedule and script.
Girl Scout cookie sales are winding down. If you have
not gotten yours yet, please see one of our scouts to get some
cookies.
Thank you for donating your pop and water bottles for
recycling and deposit refunds for Dharma school fundraising.
You will now see green bags in the deposit recycling tub.
Please be sure there are no plastic caps on any recycle bottles
that have a deposit. If you aren't sure, look for the OR on the
can or bottle. To learn more about this program visit their
site
www.bottledropcenters.com/about.

OBT Spring Bazaar
March 3
Ann Shintani Winner, Marilyn
Achterman, Chiki Kwong
The OBT Spring Bazaar is coming up on
Sunday, Mar. 3, 11am-3pm, including food prep days on
Thursday, Feb. 28, Friday, Mar. 1, and Saturday, Mar. 2, from
9am. If you are available to join us, thank you in advance!
The Spring Bazaar committee will seek to make several
changes to this fundraiser, and hope it will make it more
efficient for our volunteers. Some are: (1) we will be serving
all our ticketed food items through the one kitchen window,
(2) to-go only orders will be served by a waitress for to-go
orders, (3) a new vegan menu item (Tofu Bowl), and (4) food
tickets (including presale ticket pick-up) will be sold in the
hondo area upstairs. We hope this will provide more room in
the dining area for raffle ticket sales and prize display, and
more guest circulation in the hondo area. We hope our new
vegan offering Tofu Bowl, a delicious combination of
marinated and baked tofu and stir-fried vegetables topped
with a miso sauce and served over rice, will gain fans and
become a nutritious and easy to prepare menu item for future
events.
Our main Spring Bazaar raffle prizes have been donated
by Mrs. Alice Sumida, including a $300 grand prize. Other
prizes include $100 Macy gift card, $50 gift cards to Chevron
and Safeway, and a Japanese tea ceremony presentation,
prepared by Yasuko Fields. As always, we are concerned
about making enough servings, without having too many
unsold leftovers at the end of the day. Of course, we would
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like to sell more servings…we propose that everyone invite at
least one new friend or family member to attend. With your
help, we hope to make this fundraiser an especially successful
one! Thank you for your dedication, generosity and patience
as we adapt to the 21st century.

Lotus circle – March
Jean Matsumoto
Oregon Buddhist Temple is grateful for
those who have joined the Lotus Circle
again this year and continue to provide
donations to purchase the beautiful flowers that are arranged
on the onaijin (altar) by our Flower Toban members for our
services each week. Those who are honoring loved ones this
month are:
 March 3 -- Kim Kono in memory of (imo) mother, Jean
 March 10 -- Tony, Terry and Tim Tanada imo father,
Howard; Jerry Koike imo parents, Chikara and Toshiko
 March 17 -- Misa Kodama imo mother, Sada Kitagawa;
Ray Fields imo father, Ben Feingold
 March 24 -- Setsy Larouche imo father, George Yoshito
Sadamoto
 March 31 -- Alice Kida and Tomita Families imo
father, Jim Kida; and grandfather, Shoemon Nakamura
Please remember that our current temple president Ken
Garner (webmaster@oregonbuddhisttemple.com) created a
webpage for the Lotus Circle on our website so memories
could be shared, so please use it and check it out. For
information regarding the Lotus Circle and how to join, please
call me at 503-280-2463 or e-mail jamatsumoto@gmail.com.

2013 Memorial Chart
Year
Of Passing
2012
2011
2007
2001

Memorial
1 year
3 year
7 year
13 year

Year
Of Passing
1997
1989
1981
1964

Memorial
17 year
25 year
33 year
50 year

If you would like to have a memorial service performed for
loved ones or ancestors, please make arrangements with Rev.
Gibbs as early as possible.

March Toban
Anderson, Lisa
Endecott, Kiyo
Endecott, Susan
Gibbs, David
Gibbs, Kyoko
Grannan, Lynn
Grannan, Scott
Herold, Tammy
Leedham, Chris
Leedham, Susan
Masuoka, Connie
Masuoka, Nobuko
Ouchida, Fusako
Peterson, Amy
Shintani, Ann
Strugar, Debra
Tamaribuchi-Gibbs, Tara
Winner, Scott
Wright, David
Yamauchi, Hiroshi
Yamauchi, Judy
Toban not only means “my turn” but “my chance” to show
my appreciation to all the men and women whose monetary
donations and hard work resulted in this beautiful place, our
Temple, to hear theDharma
Words of Jean Matsumoto - 1995

Changes to toban
Amy Long
In addition to my duties on the OBT Board,
I, as many of you know, am also Toban
Coordinator. The recent changes to the
Toban system that started in February have led many temple
members to communicate to me strong feelings about the
system. I want to explain what precipitated the changes. For
months I had heard from various, and not just a few, members
that the packed Toban schedules had become a burden to the
members of the teams. I was finding coordinating the teams
was becoming more and more difficult. After months of onand-off discussion at meetings the OBT Board decided to
implement the changes. The feedback, both in support and in
dissent, has been strong. One of the great strengths of Oregon
Buddhist Temple is its sense of community. What I have
learned over the past few weeks is that community happens
for different members of the Sangha in different ways.
Whereas many people find bringing snacks after Dharma
Exchange (in addition to the other duties of toban) a great
hassle and burden, a great many others find that it makes them
feel more connected to the temple. I presented the feedback I
had received to the Board at the February meeting and it was
decided to keep the changes as they are; namely the
separation of Toban and Dharma Exchange refreshments.
This being said, there is nothing stopping those who are on
Toban from signing up from bringing Dharma Exchange
refreshments during their month but it will remain off the
official Toban calendar.
I do need to again emphasize that the Dharma Exchange
refreshments is not just about bringing food: it’s about staying
after to do cleanup. In fact, the cleanup is of greater concern
than the food provided; basic hygiene (and the Health
Department) requires us to clean our plates and cups properly
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(meaning using the dishwasher) and wipe down surfaces with
bleach water after we eat.
I have an appreciation for the concern that this new
system is confusing and not yet completely ironed-out. It is
still a work in progress. It would be wonderful if someone
wanted to step forward to help make the Dharma Exchange
refreshments a smoother system. It would be a great relief to
me if someone who is already at Dharma Exchange regularly
wanted to partner with me to make this a success. If you are
interested or know someone who may be, please contact me.
At the NW Buddhist Convention last weekend Bishop
Umezu was discussing change. He used a metaphor of a glass
with water in it. The water is the Dharma and the glass is the
structure that holds the Dharma, in his case he was referring
to BCA. The glass can change shape and look different but
the Dharma does not change. In the same way the glass of
Toban can change but the water, our community, our
connectedness, does not need to change

OBT readers' club
Ken Garner
Wednesday March 20, 7:00 - 8:30
pm
State of Wonder
by Ann Patchett
In a narrative replete with poison
arrows, devouring snakes, scientific
miracles,
and
spiritual
transformations, State of Wonder
presents a world of stunning surprise
and danger, rich in emotional
resonance and moral complexity. As Dr. Marina Singh
embarks upon an uncertain odyssey into the insect-infested
Amazon, she will be forced to surrender herself to the lush
but forbidding world that awaits within the jungle. Charged
with finding her former mentor Dr. Annick Swenson, a
researcher who has disappeared while working on a valuable
new drug, she will have to confront her own memories of
tragedy and sacrifice as she journeys into the unforgiving
heart of darkness.
Join our discussion of this book (and other topics) at the
next meeting of the OBT Readers' Club Wednesday March
20, 2013 from 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm. We meet at the Lucky Lab
Brew Pub, located at 915 SE Hawthorne, Portland, OR. The
OBT Readers' Club meets monthly on the 3rd Wednesday.
All are welcome.

NW Buddhist Convention
Etsu Osaki
White River put on a most interesting and
inspirational convention the weekend of Feb
15-17 at the Doubletree in south
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Center. We especially thank the young people who ran the
weekend, of course with the advice of the elders. We were
much impressed with the Ice Buddha, the many workshops
and the unusual entertainment at the banquet. The guest
speaker, Rev. David Fujimoto from Hawaii, gave talks that
were easy to listen to and often very comical.
Matt Hamasaki, a ministerial student, spoke at the banquet
and he certainly is a hope for the future of Jodoshinshu in the
US. Thanks to the OBT members for singing to invite
everyone to our 2014 convention (below photo). I think
everyone had a great time.
Gassho
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Oregon Buddhist Temple
Donations recorded in January 2013
Shiro Takeuchi, Melvin Takeuchi
1st year memorial
Nancy Lee Takeuchi
Jim Takashima 1st year memorial
Jean F. Takashima
Bill & Ida Sugahiro
Michelle Sugahiro
Kuni Kitayama 17th yr memorial
Cannon Kitayama
Lotus Circle
Janice Okamoto
Hiroshi & Judith Yamauchi
Dan & Julianne Miura
Kathleen Sato
June & Stan Shiigi
Judy & Paul Hittle
Jean Matsumoto
Yearend/New Year donations
Fumiko Okubo
Judy & Paul Hittle
Cathy Shikatani & Willem Stoeller
Susan Endecott
Tomoko Cantlin
May Saito
Ann & Scott Winner
Kazuko Sunamoto
Nami Sasaki
Kiyomi Dickinson
Special donations
Larry Yamano (gift of stock)
Randy & Dana Kunisaki
Alice Sumida (for tree trimming)
Ren Gibbs
Atsuko Richards
Kimiko Iwamoto
Dana Kakishita
Fumi Saito
Atsuko Richards
May Ishida
Kan & Miyeko Yagi
Connie Masuoka (Youth Activities)
Jean Matsumoto (Hoonko seminar)
Tadakazu & Michiko Kumashiro
Wendy Wyant
Anonymous

Hoonko
Anonymous (3)
Fumi Saito
Phaedra Urban
Mary T. Okita
Shoun & Grace Ishikawa
Lily Meiners
Kimiko Iwamoto
Henry & Eulia Mishima
Sahomi Tachibana
Fumiko Okubo
Toshiko Hayashi
Alice Sumida
Kan & Miyeko Yagi
Shinya & Jayne Ichikawa
Nami Sasaki
Richard & Kumiko Mishima
May Kasahara
Jean F. Takashima
Alfred Ono
Chiho Okita
Jean Matsumoto
Atsuko Richards
Kiyomi Dickinson
Alice Sumida
Takako Maeda
Yoshi & Tomoko Ono
Yoshie Kagawa
Herb & Etsu Osaki
Nobuko Masuoka
Robert & Kathleen Matsunaga
Dana Kakishita
Janice Okamoto
Carolyn J. Saiget
Pat & Tom Hokama
Alice Ando
Alice Tano
Todd & Elaine Yuzuriha
Scott & Lynn Grannan
Ann & Scott Winner
Michael & Janice Ishii
Teruko Nishikawa
Randy & Dana Kunisaki
Ben & Sumie Ishida
Gerald & Joann Sumoge
Katie & Ed Tamiyasu
Eitaikyo
Bodhi Day
June & Stan Shiigi

2013 Gold level membership
Alice Sumida
2013 Silver level membership
June Shiigi
Stan Shiigi
2013 membership donations
Takako Maeda
Henry Mishima
May Ishida
Kan & Miyeko Yagi
Yoshie Kagawa
Janice Ishii
Kazuko Sunamoto
Joseph & Lora Wahl
Mitsuko Hasuike
Amy Osaki
Jean Takashima
Ray & Yasuko Fields
K. David Itamura
Cathlyn Yarne
Nobuko Uyetake
Fumi Saito
Lily & George Kajiwara
M ember pledge donations
Diane Ando Harder
Chanda & Eric Stone
Jean Matsumoto
Gerald & Joann Sumoge
Alice Tano
Susan M. Lilly
Charles Bickel
Susan Endecott

Ack nowledgements are mailed
to individuals for donations of
$250 or more, to donors not on
the OBT mailing list, and to
any donor upon request.
Please inform us of any
significant errors or omissions.
Susan Endecott
e-mail: sjendecott@gmail.com
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